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Dettlinger, Carl

From: Glenda Wehrli <gwehrli@metalico.com>
Sent: Friday, March 17, 2023 12:44 PM
To: AQ Permits
Subject: Metalico Pittsburgh, Inc. Synthetic Minor Permit Application (Email 1 of 4) 
Attachments: 2023-03-16 Metalico Pittsburgh Permit Application Cover Letter.pdf; Metalico_Synthetic 

Minor_Calcs_3.8.2023.xlsx; Metalico Pittsburgh ACHD Synthetic Minor Permit BMP Plan Rev 
03-2023.pdf

Warning! This email was sent from an external source. Please be sure you recognize the sender and use caution when 
clicking on links and/or opening attachments.  

Per the request of the County, Metalico Pittsburgh is submitting the Synthetic Minor Permit Application via 
email.  
 
The file size is too large to send in one email; therefore, I will send four.  
 
Email 1 of 4 contains following information: 

 Cover Letter 
 Calculations Spreadsheet 
 BMP Plan 

 
Metalico Pittsburgh is requesting the ability to review the drafted permit prior to going to public comment.  
 
Note: The Installation Permit Fee of $2,500 will be sent to the County; postmarked today.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Glenda Wehrli 
Director of Environmental Compliance and Employee Safety 
Cell: (330) 651-3482 | Office: (412) 771-7000  Ext. 5033 
Email: gwehrli@metalico.com 
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FACILITY DESCRIPTION AND CONTACT INFORMATION 

1.1 Facility Name and Location

The Metalico Pittsburgh is a scrap recycling facility
located in the Town of Neville in Allegheny County, Pennsylvania (see Figure 1 Site Location 
Map).  The facility is accessible from Grand Avenue.

Facility Address and Telephone: 

Metalico Pittsburgh Inc.
3100 Grand Avenue
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15225
(412) 771-7000 Ext. 5033
Contact: Glenda Wehrli, Director of Environmental Compliance and Employee Safety

1.2 Facility Owner/Operator

The facility is owned and operated by Metalico Pittsburgh Inc. The main offices are located at 
the following address:

Owner/Operator Address:

Metalico Pittsburgh, Inc.
3100 Grand Avenue
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15225
Phone: (412) 771-7000

1.3 Facility Contacts and Responsibilities 

The facility personnel responsible for overseeing the implementation of this BMP Plan are as 
follows: 

Title Name

General Manager Joe Pardee
Director of Environmental 
Compliance & Employee Safety

Glenda Wehrli

Shredder Operations Manager Kyle Michlovic

Ferrous Operations Manager Ronald Glass 

Non-Ferrous Operations Manager Alan Hightower

Maintenance Supervisor Mark Diamond
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The General Manager of the Facility is responsible for overseeing business operations, 
environmental compliance, and workplace safety. The Director of Environmental Compliance & 
Employee Safety manages organizational compliance with local, state, and federal 
environmental, health and safety regulations. The Operation Managers are responsible for the 
management of labor, productivity, quality control, safety measures, and environmental impact. 
The Maintenance Manager oversees the maintenance of all equipment involved with 
production, including the sweeper and watering equipment/vehicles.  

1.4 Facility Description 

1.4.1 Facility Operations 

In general, operations at the Metalico Pittsburgh facility are typical of a scrap metal 
processing and recycling facility.  The facility specializes in the recycling of ferrous and 
non-ferrous metals.  The facility receives, sorts, stores, and processes (shearing, baling, 
shredding, etc.) various scrap metals.  The scrap processing portion of the facility is 
normally staffed during the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, and 
7:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on Saturday.   

1.4.2 Site Description 

The facility is situated on a parcel located in a commercial/industrial area of the Town of 
Neville in Allegheny County, Pennsylvania (see Figure 1).  The site is bordered to the east 
by Mr. John portable toilets, to the west by Triad Metals, and to the north by the Ohio 
River. The facility is accessible from Grand Avenue.  The general facility layout and 
process areas are shown in Figure 2. 

The site also includes developed areas for site and facility access, vehicle parking, 
equipment fueling and storage/processing of scrap metal.  A limited amount of 
undeveloped scrub vegetation covered area is located at the north end of the site. The 
main building houses an office area, maintenance area, scrap receiving area, and scrap 
storage areas.  
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BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (BMPS)

The following techniques are considered best management practices (BMPs) to prevent or mitigate 
potential airborne matter from the facility operations and are to be followed as part of normal 
procedures. 

The BMP Plan will be modified whenever there is a change at the facility or as needed. 

2.1 Visible Emissions

To properly eliminate and control particulate emissions throughout the facility, sweeping and 
watering of the roadways and driveways is conducted at the facility. These procedures are 
conducted regularly, except for on days in which enough snow, ice, or precipitation has occurred 
that is sufficient for that day to ensure compliance. Implementation of any control measure may 
be suspended if unsafe or hazardous driving conditions would be created by its use. The 
following operations/procedures are in place: 

recommended procedures. While sweeping, the operator will drive 5 mph. Prior to 
sweeping, brushes will be inspected to ensure they are functional. Brushes will be 
replaced when the bristle length is less than 3 inches. Any hotspot areas will be noted 
for extra sweeping. The minimum frequency of sweeping is as follows:

o Entrance/Parking Lot: Bi-monthly

o Main Yard: Bi-weekly

o Roadway Back at River: Weekly

o Around Maintenance Garage: Weekly

. Any 
hotspot areas will be noted for extra sweeping. The Entrance/Parking lot is to be swept 
at a minimum bi-weekly frequency. 

recommended procedures. Trucks will be driven at 5 mph. Prior to watering, hoses will 
be inspected to ensure they are functional. Any hotspot areas will be noted for extra 
watering.  The minimum frequency of watering is as follows:

o Main Yard:  As Needed

o Roadway Back at River:  As Needed

o Around Maintenance Garage:  As Needed 

At the start and end of operation, each operator will fill out the water truck or sweeper 
truck log which includes the name of operator, date, start and stop time, and any 
equipment issues. 
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2.2 Inbound Material Inspection and Material Handling and Storage 

Non-conforming materials, hazardous or dangerous materials, and unwanted materials are all 
potentials for damaging equipment, impacting finished product quality, and causing unwanted 
reactions or fires. While the facility accepts a wide variety of recyclable scarp metals, the 
shredding operation has strict policies on what materials are unacceptable for the shredder.  

Unacceptable Incoming Materials for Shredding 

Fuel tanks containing liquid and/or vapor Acetylene, oxygen, propane cylinders, closed 
containers, or sealed units of any kind 

Batteries or battery pieces Capacitors 

Lead cable ends Transformers 

White goods, air conditioners, or refrigeration 
equipment with freon (CFCs and HCFCs) Fluorescent light ballasts containing PCBs 

Liquids or sludge of any kind Radioactive material 

Sealed drums, barrels, pails, or buckets Mercury switches 

Microwave ovens/microwaves Oil filters 

 
 The following procedures are currently implemented at the facility: 

 Cars are prepared for the Shredding Process (including, but not limited to, draining of 
fluids, removing of batteries, mercury switches, etc.). 

 Free flowing used oil and other fluids are collected and placed in a labeled storage 
containment that are materially compatible and non-leaking. 

 Disposal and/or recycling of all fluids complies with the RCRA. 
 If a spill is to occur, it must be cleaned up immediately upon detection using spill kits 

found in the inspection and/or car prep area. All spills and leaks must be reported to the 
Operations Manager and EHS Department. 

2.3 Shredder Operational Limitations 

The Facility imposes the following operational limitations on the shredder: 

 A maximum hours of operation of 10 hours in any calendar day, or 8 hours per day 
during Air Quality Action Days, as determined by ACHD. An Air Quality Action Day is 
defined as: a day for which a forecast, for Allegheny County, has been issued by the 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection, the Allegheny County Health 
Department or the Southwest Pennsylvania Air Quality Partnership indicating that 
ambient concentrations of ozone, particulate matter, carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, 
or nitrogen dioxide might reach unhealthful levels or exceed the National Ambient Air 
Quality Standard. Air Quality Action Day alerts from ACHD can be requested at 
www.alleghenycounty.us/alerts. 
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 A maximum shred feed rate of 120 tons per hour. 

 A maximum throughput rate of 240,000 tons per year of shred feed.  

 A maximum annual hourly operating limit such that the Facility will not exceed a PTE of 
50 tons per year of VOCs, inclusive of all other VOC emitting sources located at the 
Facility. 

 An emission factor of 0.39 pounds VOCs per ton of shred feed (lb VOC/ton) will be used 
for all VOC emissions calculations related to VOC emissions generated by the Facility 
Shredder.  

 The hours of operation per day in which the Shredder operates at an amperage draw 
equal to or greater than 200 amps will be recorded using the Shred
functionally equivalent amperage monitoring system. These recorded hours define the 
number of hours the Shredder is emitting VOCs, in order to calculate annual VOC 
emissions.  

o The monitoring system will collect data before, during, and 
operation at an amperage draw equal to or greater than 200 amps for a minimum 
period of 12 hours per day.  

o The total number of hours per day in which the amperage is equal to or greater than 
200 amps will be reported to ACHD in a manner and frequency proposed by the 
permittee for approval by ACHD.  

o Data from the amperage monitoring system shall be maintained on a central server 
for access by the Facility to provide to ACHD or EPA upon request.  

2.4 Fire Prevention 

The facility has a Fire Prevention Plan (FPP) in place to control and reduce the possibility of fire 
and to specify the type of equipment to use in case of fire. All employees at the facility receive 
annual fire training. Additionally, a water line was installed in 2022 to ensure the site has 
enough water to fight fires. Infrared cameras are used daily to scan the area and scrap piles in 

exist, and to reduce the potential for fires. Further: 

 Material is staged for fire suppression, and material is wet down as needed at the end of 
the day shift.  

 Nightly thermal camera surveys are conducted on each pile of material to identify 
hotspots. If a hotspot is detected, the Shredder Operations Manager is notified 
immediately. The hotspot and surrounding area are wet and the material in question 
segregated. The Shredder Operations Manager is responsible for ensuring all piles are 
inspected before the site is left vacant.  

 Equipment and vehicles are parked a safe distance away from stored scrap material. 

 



 

Figure 1 
 

Site Location 
  





 

Figure 2 
 

Site Layout 
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